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purpose of scholasticism in its broader meaning Since
scholasticism includes the questionings raised by reason as
well as the refutation of these doubts, or the solution of these
problems, the entire period may oe looked upon as a conflict
of reason with authority; and scholasticism is often so de-
fined. But the dominant attitude was not one of protest but
of conciliation.
Educationally, the purpose of scholasticism was included
within this broad purpose. Scholastic training aimed to de-
velop the power of thus formulating beliefs into logical sys-
tem, of presenting and defending such logical statements of
beliefs against all arguments that might be brought against
them, without at the same time developing an attitude of
mind that would be critical of the fundamental principles
already established by authority. In other words, relying
upon authority it sought to avoid developing the attitude of
inquiry, of hostility to the acceptance of any statement with-
out a preliminary inquiry into its rational validity; it did not
desire to stimulate the attitude of honest doubt, which in
modern educational thought would be considered the only
proper preparation of the intellectual soil for such sowing
of the seeds of truth as promised fruitful returns. In a more
general way the aim of scholastic education was to systema-
tize knowledge, to give it scientific form. But to the scholastic
mind knowledge was primarily of a theological and philosophi-
cal, that is, metaphysical character and the scientific form
valued was that of deductive logic. In this, the aim of scholastic
education was brilliantly successful; for there were elaborated
most exhaustive systems of knowledge, compassing the whole
range of their interest in a most effective manner, and in some
cases of such profundity that these systems have few rivals
in more modern times and yet serve as the basis and content
of the intellectual life of large portions of modern society,
The third aspect of the educational purpose of scholasti-
cism was, then, to give to the individual a mastery of this